Your Best Practice Guide for Passkeys on Apple Products

Passkeys are the future of secure and seamless logins, and Apple devices offer excellent
integration for personal use. This guide will walk you through the best practices to maximize the
security and convenience of passkeys within your Apple ecosystem.

I. Understanding the Fundamentals

* Embrace Passkeys First: Whenever a website or app offers passkey creation, choose it over
traditional passwords. This significantly enhances your security and simplifies future logins.

* Recognize the Security Advantage: Understand that passkeys are phishing-resistant as they
are unique to each website/app and aren't stored on a central server.

* Leverage iCloud Keychain: Ensure iCloud Keychain is enabled on all your Apple devices
(iPhone, iPad, Mac). This allows for seamless syncing and use of your passkeys across your
ecosystem.

II. Setting Up and Creating Passkeys

* Enable iCloud Keychain:

« iPhone/iPad: Go to Settings > [ Your Name] > iCloud > Keychain and toggle iCloud
Keychain on.

e Mac: Go to System Settings (or System Preferences) > [ Your Name] > iCloud and ensure
Keychain is selected.

* Create Passkeys on Trusted Devices: Only create passkeys on your personal, trusted Apple
devices where you have biometric authentication (Face ID or Touch ID) or a strong device
passcode enabled.

* Follow On-Screen Prompts Carefully: When creating a passkey, pay attention to the
instructions provided by the website or app. The process usually involves confirming with Face
ID, Touch ID, or your device passcode.

* Confirm Successful Creation: Ensure you receive a confirmation message or see an
indication that the passkey has been successfully created for the service.

II1. Using Passkeys for Login

* Enjoy Seamless Login: When logging in to a website or app with a saved passkey on your
Apple device, you'll typically be automatically prompted to authenticate with Face ID, Touch
ID, or your device passcode — no password entry required!

» Utilize Nearby Devices: If you're logging in on a Mac and the passkey is saved on your
iPhone or iPad, your Mac will prompt you to authenticate using your nearby device. Ensure
Bluetooth is enabled on both devices.

* Cross-Platform Login with QR Codes: For logging into a service with an Apple-created
passkey on a non-Apple device (e.g., a Windows PC), your Apple device will often present a
QR code. Scan this code with your iPhone or iPad and authenticate to complete the login on
the other device.

IV. Managing Your Passkeys



* Review Saved Passkeys Regularly: Periodically check the "Passwords" section in your Apple
device settings to see the list of saved passkeys and ensure they are for services you recognize.
« iPhone/iPad: Settings > Passwords
e Mac: System Settings (or System Preferences) > Passwords

¢ Understand Limited Editing: Passkeys themselves cannot be edited like passwords. If you
need to change the authentication method, you'll likely need to delete the existing passkey and
create a new one.

* Delete Passkeys When Necessary: If you no longer use a service or suspect a security issue,
delete the associated passkey from your Apple devices. Remember that you might also need to
remove the passkey association within the service's account settings.

V. Security and Recovery Best Practices

* Secure Your Apple Devices: The security of your passkeys relies on the security of your
Apple devices. Use strong device passcodes and enable Face ID or Touch ID. Keep your
devices updated with the latest software.

* Set Up Robust Account Recovery: Ensure you have strong recovery options for your Apple
ID, including:

» Recovery Contacts: Designate trusted individuals who can help you regain access.
e Trusted Phone Number: Keep your trusted phone number up-to-date.
» Recovery Key (if enabled): Store your recovery key in a safe and accessible place.

* Be Cautious of Sharing Your Apple ID: Your Apple ID is the key to your passkeys. Protect it
and avoid sharing your login credentials with others.

* Understand Device Trust: When using passkeys across devices, you are implicitly trusting
your Apple ecosystem. Ensure all devices linked to your Apple ID are your own and are
secured.

* Consider Physical Security Keys as a Backup (Advanced): While iCloud Keychain
provides excellent syncing and backup, for extremely high-security scenarios, you can register
physical security keys as a backup authentication method for services that support them.

* Stay Informed: Keep up-to-date with the latest information and best practices regarding
passkey security from Apple and the wider security community.

VI. Tips and Troubleshooting

* Ensure Software Updates: Passkey functionality and compatibility improve with software
updates. Keep your i10S, iPadOS, and macOS versions current.

* Check Website/App Compatibility: Not all services currently support passkeys. If you don't
see the option, you'll need to continue using traditional passwords for those services.

* Verify iCloud Keychain Status: If passkeys aren't syncing or working as expected, double-
check that iCloud Keychain is enabled and functioning correctly on all your devices.

* Restart Devices: Sometimes, a simple restart of your iPhone, iPad, or Mac can resolve
temporary syncing or authentication issues.

By following these best practices, you can confidently embrace passkeys on your Apple devices,
enjoying a more secure and streamlined online experience. Remember that transitioning to a



passwordless future takes time, so be patient as more services adopt this powerful authentication
method.



